WHAT ARE THE JEWS

their existence peculiarly valuable and a source of
enrichment to the life of the world. The religious
contribution of the Jews to the world requires both
the dispersion and the distinctiveness* Those, there-
fore, who adopt the viewpoint maintained in this
book, cannot make the claim that they have a solution
of the Jewish Problem*

The religious conception of Jewish life holds no cure
for anti-Semitism. For that conception attaches value
to the distinctiveness and dispersion of the Jews, It
asserts the distinctiveness of the Jew and calls for its
maintenance* It not only accepts the dispersion of the
Jews as their normal condition, but sees in it an
opportunity for the assertion of their special value, for
the fulfilment of their function. It belongs to their
distinctiveness, being either part of it or a condition of
it* If the distinctiveness is that of a nationality, then
the dispersion is abnormal, and an almost insuperable
hindrance to its full expression. If that distinctive-
ness is religious, then the dispersion of the Jews,
which gives them their universality, helps both its
realization and expression* It is a condition of their
religious value that they remain distinctive and dis-
persed, The unique character of the Jews is ultimately
the cause of the hatred against them; but it is also
their value*